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Housekeeping
• Badges - Please be sure to wear your DDD Badge at all times, no badge = no food!
• Bathrooms - Ask purple-shirts if directions needed!
• Mobile Telephones - Silent or vibrate please!
• Smoking - Prohibited both indoors and outdoors throughout the campus, except 

in designated smoking shelters.
• In case of fire - Make your way to a Fire assembly point.

• For Canham Turner and AS: disabled car park delimited by buildings 6,10,15,23 and 43 on the 
map.

• For RBB: grassed areas delimited by buildings 4, 8, 13 and 43 .
• All lecture theatres have 2 exits, which take you into the stair wells or straight outside.

• Taxi – Ask at registration desk for number.



SamSaidYesApp

• Use the app...
oView the schedule.
oShare Photos.
oProvide feedback.
oAsk questions.
oPlease be sure to follow our code of conduct!



Guest Wifi
• Visitors can connect to the Guest WiFi today and receive speeds of up to 

50mbps.
• How to connect:

• Select UOH-Guest from the list of wireless networks on your laptop or mobile 
device.
• Open your browser and you will be redirected to a login page.
• Enter your email address and mobile number.
• Tick the boxes to accept the terms and conditions and then press ‘Get 

Online’.
• After a few moments, you will see the word ‘success’.
• You are now connected! Close and re-open your browser to go online.



Code of Conduct

Be aware of others

Be welcoming and 
respectful

Be understanding of 
differences

Be friendly and 
patient

Be open to all 
questions and 
viewpoints

Be kind and 
considerate to others



Thank you to our Sponsors!



DDD South West

• https://dddsouthwest.com/
• Call for speakers! Open until TODAY at midnight.
• Event is on 27th April 2024.

https://dddsouthwest.com/


Global Azure Bootcamp

• https://globalazure.net/
• Over 3 days, communities are organising localised hybrid 

events and live streams for everyone around the world to 
join and learn about Azure from the best-in-class community 
leaders.
• April 18th-20th

https://globalazure.net/


Need Assistance?

• During a session – Ask the room monitor
• Outside of a session – Find someone in a purple shirt
• DDD has a Code of Conduct for all our attendees. If you have 

a concern, please locate one of the organisers.



Enjoy the day!

Hashtag for the day …

#dddNorth



ChatGPT 
and my 

Existential Crisis
Rob Miles



About Rob..

• Taught Computer Science 
(among other things) at The 
University of Hull
• Spent many years twisting minds 

and crushing dreams

• A Microsoft MVP
• Blogs at: www.robmiles.com
• Tweets at: @robmiles
• Writes stuff….



Begin to Code with C#
Books



Magazines..

• HackSpace magazine is a 
fantastic read
• And you can read it for free J 
hackspace.raspberrypi.com/issues

• I’m also in the MagPi magazine
• Usually, the same articles L



Agenda

• My “Existential Crisis”
• What is ChatGPT?
• What can you do with it?
• Profound thoughts



My Existential Crisis



Existential Crisis

• An “Existential Crisis” is where you question your place in the 
universe and ponder things like:
• Why am I here?
• What am I doing?
• Have I been doing everything wrong?

• I feel very lucky to have lived long enough to have one of these….
• My answers so far are dunno, dunno and probably. 

• Although buying cameras seems to be trending at the moment….

• My crisis was triggered by a couple of existential questions raised by 
ChatGPT



Existential Question 1

• In the first lecture I gave new students I always told them to do two 
things:
• Learn to program 
• Learn to write well

• My argument was that whatever other skills you pick up these two 
give you a strong chance of always being employable
• Then ChatGPT comes along, and it looks like it can create programs 

and write well
• Have I been wrong all these years?



Existential Question 2

• I thought I’d ask ChatGPT about me
• This reply was quite good for my ego 



Existential Question 2

• At this point I wondered how come ChatGPT knows about me
• Perhaps blogging for over 20 years has something to do with it..



Existential Question 2

• So, then I asked ChatGPT if it could write like me
• I found the answer deeply scary
•  and the description that followed was actually quite good



So, what is the point of Rob?

• At this point it looks like our hero (that’s me) is in trouble
• Advice he has been giving for years has turned out to be bogus and a 

machine seems confident it can replace him
• And the machine was created without his consent using information he did 

not make public for this purpose

• What happens next?
• Let’s take a look at the origins of ChatGPT and see if we can work out 

how we got here



What is ChatGPT?



It started with Eliza

• Eliza is a computerised psychiatrist
• I built my first computer so that I 

could run the Eliza program
• I really wanted to do this to impress 

mum
• I typed Eliza in from a book I bought
• It runs in 32K of memory
• That’s about half a favicon

https://archive.org/details/More_BASIC_Computer_Games/page/n69/mode/2up



• This is the Eliza source 
which I typed into my 
MicroTan 65 computer
• Some highlights:
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• This is the Eliza source 
which I typed into my 
MicroTan 65 computer
• Some highlights:
• These are the verbs it 

knows about
• This code works through 

a sentence and 
conjugates the verbs
• These are the topics it 

knows about



The results

• Mum was impressed
• Which was nice

• So were lots of other folks
• Two things emerged
• Some people kind of believed that there was something alive in the machine
• Some people really wanted to believe that there was something alive in the 

machine

• It is easy to fool though
• Tell Eliza you’ve just shot grandma and it will quite happily talk to you about it
• It might even ask about your family



ChatGPT vs Eliza

• I regard ChatGPT as “Eliza on steroids”
• Rather than taking everything you type and parroting it back at you it takes 

everything everybody else has typed and parrots that back at you instead

• One of my favourite conspiracy theories is that the internet was 
created just so they could harvest a big enough dataset to build 
something like ChatGPT
• It will be interesting to see how it gets on now that the internet is 

filling up with ChatGPT created content
• I don’t see it getting better

• But let’s see what we can do with ChatGPT…



What can you do with ChatGPT?



Answering questions

• I prefer to use ChatGPT for 
searching as it seems to 
remove all the dross and 
flame wars that seem to 
accompany information 
online
• It is like the internet used to 

be around twenty years ago
• The only problem is that 

you need to “sanity check” 
the answers as it is likely to 
make things up



Writing code

• ChatGPT can turn out code 
which usually “almost works”
• The better the description the 

better the code

• ChatGPT is particularly good 
with libraries and frameworks
• And you can/should/must 

have a conversation about the 
code it has created



Writing code

• I’ve found that writing a spec 
good enough for ChatGPT to 
create code from is a good 
exercise in itself
• And you can use ChatGPT to 

check what you’ve written



A word about politeness

• I’m always very polite and constructive when I interact with ChatGPT
• I also say “please” and “thankyou” to Alexa and Siri too

• This is not out of a concern to get into the good books of our 
upcoming robot overlords
• It is because I don’t want it to appear that I treat some things 

differently to others
• If I’m rude to Alexa who else am I rude to?



Emails with ChatGPT

• ChatGPT is very good at “manager speak” 
• It can craft convincing emails from very simple prompts
• If you add more detail the emails get even more impressive

• Don’t be afraid to suggest refinements to the style
• You can also paste your incoming mail into ChatGPT and create 

summaries
• But I’ve never done this because the person sending me the mail might 

not necessarily want the text they have written added to ChatGPT’s 
database



Navigate with ChatGPT

• ChatGPT can even replace satnav
• Sort of

• But I did worry a bit about it 
inventing Metro stations



Design with ChatGPT

• You can get ChatGPT to make 
anything which can be described in 
a text file
• I’ve had success getting it to 

produce:
• Object designs using OpenSCAD
• Object designs using Python in the 

FreeCAD design tool
• Robot designs in urdf files

• It is also very good at describing 
what it is doing and suggesting 
better ways to do things
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Design with ChatGPT

• You can get ChatGPT to make 
anything which can be described in 
a text file
• I’ve had success getting it to 

produce:
• Object designs using OpenSCAD
• Object designs using Python in the 

FreeCAD design tool
• Robot designs in urdf files

• It is also very good at describing 
what it is doing and suggesting 
better ways to do things



ChatGPT critique

• If you are not sure whether what you 
have written makes sense you can 
drop it into ChatGPT and then ask for 
comments
• I’ve found this very useful when trying 

to explain complicated concepts
• However, you need to remember that 

ChatGPT’s primary aim is to make you 
like it, so you might need to prompt it 
to get a useful response
• You also need to beware of ChatGPT 

inventing things that match with what 
you’ve asked it about



ChatGPT summarise

• You can feed text into 
ChatGPT and then have it 
summarize what you have 
written
• You can even set the length 

of the summary



Learn with ChatGPT
• ChatGPT is now my favourite 

place to learn how to do things
• I can ask it stupid questions and 

get sensible responses
• I can also get summaries of what 

I’ve learned and pop them in my 
diary for future reference
• I also search for clarification and 

sanity testing to make sure that 
what I’m learning is not fiction…



Teach with ChatGPT
• It is now easy to create teaching 

resources
• I’ve turned the C# Yellow Book 

into a GPT 
• I just dropped the entire text into 

ChatGPT and it made it for me

• I can ask it questions about C#, 
but I can also ask it to generate 
questions for me and then 
comment on my answers



Blog with ChatGPT

• When you reply to ChatGPT the entire 
previous conversation is sent to ChatGPT 
and used to create the next response
• This makes ChatGPT very good at retaining 

context in conversations
• You can also ask it to summarise the 

conversation so that you can put it in your 
diary or logbook
• I’ve used this to create blog posts about 

something I’ve investigated
• In the style of “Rob Miles” J



Make your own GPT

• If you sign up for “Plus” 
plan you get access to 
ChatGPT 4 (40 requests 
in 3 hours) and you can 
create your own GPT
• This can be as easy as 

dropping a pile of text 
into ChatGPT and taking 
a picture of a rubber 
duck



Use other people’s GPTs

• If you sign up to the “Plus” 
plan you can make use of 
GPTs that have been 
uploaded by others
• This one creates images 

suitable for 3D printing 
using a tool called HueForge



Use other people’s GPTs

• If you sign up to the “Plus” 
plan you can make use of 
GPTs that have been 
uploaded by others
• This one creates images 

suitable for 3D printing 
using a tool called HueForge



Use other people’s GPTs

• I asked for an updated version of 
the image with a rectangular fuel 
filler
• This did not go well



Hardware with ChatGPT

• You can create actions which 
can be triggered by a GPT
• You set the endpoint and how 

it is used
• The endpoint can be triggered 

from a ChatGPT conversation



Hardware with ChatGPT

• You can create actions 
which can be triggered by 
ChatGPT
• You set the endpoint and 

how it is used
• The endpoint can be 

triggered from a ChatGPT 
conversation



Profound thoughts



Fun facts

• I read some texts on AI and I discovered the following things:
• ChatGPT can’t tell when something was written by an AI
• All the companies making this stuff are being driven by the “Pareto Principle” 

which states you can get 80% of the way by applying 20% of the effort
• In other words, they are all doing the minimum they can possibly get away with when 

making this stuff work
• And all the humans employed to validate the models and spot bad outputs are being 

paid minimum wage
• A lot of the texts used in training the models were obtained by means best 

described as “dubious”
• Use of ChatGPT is declining at the moment, which means that it might be 

finding its place in the world



Existential Peace 1 : Was my advice bad?

• I need to mention the third thing that I told new students
• “Build your brand”

• ChatGPT turns out to be a great help when doing this, as it takes a lot 
of heavy lifting out of building stuff and telling everyone about it 
• So, if you can do a bit of writing and programming you will find 

ChatGPT terribly useful
• But if you don’t understand what you are doing you won’t be able prosper 

because you won’t be able to spot when it gets things wrong
• You’ll be like someone who has come into the movie halfway through
• So properly learning things is still important



Existential Peace 2 : Have I been replaced?

• Not really
• I’ve found many people who write for the internet, and ChatGPT can replicate 

their “style” just like it can replicate mine. And for the most part I can’t tell 
the difference between their output and “mine”.

• And anyway….
• Someone who understands CTRL+C and CTRL+V has been able to copy my 

style ever since my first blog post.

• And if ChatGPT has given me a tiny bit of immortality, I’m happy with 
that…..



Existential Peace 3 : Happy endings

• In the end I’ve decided I’ve seen this before
• When calculators, home computers, the internet etc were invented

• The human race just has to take the tech and make it work for them
• And hopefully we’ll recognise the risks of this stuff much better than we did 

with social networking…

• My reasoning is that I know how Eliza works, therefore I know how 
ChatGPT works and I should focus on working out what ChatGPT can 
do and getting the best out of it rather than getting too profound
• Please don’t challenge me on this



Envoi

www.robmiles.com
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